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Howdy pards, 

 

First of all I would like to thank all Wolverine Rangers 

who attended Range War for supporting our Michigan 

State Championship of Cowboy Action Shooting.  Eve-

rything went very well and we have the reputation for 

putting on one of the best State Matches in SASS.  I 

have included a copy of the Thank You card that we 

received from Misty Moonshine, the CEO of SASS, 

who attended the Match.  Her presence was very much 

appreciated.  Also included in this edition of the Epi-

taph, please find a summary of the comments from 

shooters who filled out the Comment Cards that we 

provide to all shooters at the Banquet. 

 

Our theme for Range War this year was Honoring our 

Servicemen and Servicewomen.  Lainey Mae was able 

to use her connections to have AMVET Post 29 from 

Mount Clemens, Michigan bring their Honor Wall in 

memory and in honor of Michigan Fallen Soldiers who 

fought in Desert Shield/Desert Storm; Operation En-

during Freedom (OEF); and in Operation Iraq Freedom 

(OIF).  Please check out the pictures in this edition of 

the Epitaph that Longshot Lillian took of the Wall.  It 

was very impressive and very moving.  We will be 

having the same theme for Range War in 2017. 

 

Congratulations to Overall Winners Deuce Stevens and 

Sunshine Marcie from West Virginia.  Congratulations 

also to Deuce and K.J. Stevens the Michigan State 

Men’s and Women’s Champions as well as to all other 

category winners and category Michigan State winners.  

Please check out our website (http://

www.wolverinerangers.org/RW.html#) for pictures of 

the winners.  Please also check out the other pictures 

posted on the website.  Thanks to Longshot Lillian and 

to Wildcat Rose for putting forth the time and effort to 

take hundreds of photos during Range War and also to 

Avalanche Andy for taking the time during the banquet 

to take pictures of all of the winners. 

 

Range War is somewhat of a unique match because we 

do not have permanent stages and props.  Each year we 

have to start from scratch to set up Range War.  This 

takes a tremendous amount of work to move steel and 

props for both set-up and take-down.  We could not do 

this without our volunteers and I would like to thank 

them all from the bottom of my heart.  Thanks also to 

Deuce for being the best Match Director in SASS and 

to his lovely wife K.J. for all of her help and support.  I 

would also like to thank our Secretary and my daugh-

ter, Cosmopolitan Christine, for all of her work both 

leading up to Range War in handling all of the Shooter 

Applications and doing much of the organizational 

work in getting ready for Range War.  I would also like 

to thank my wife, The Lady, and my daughter K.C. 

Kate and all of the other ladies who helped with Regis-

tration and the other responsibilities in the Club House.  

Thanks also to Camptown for handling all of the scor-

ing.  I would also like to thank Snareman for handling 

all of the financial aspects of Range War and for the 

Wolverine Rangers.  We are lucky to have him.  Range 

War is clearly a team effort. 

 

Thanks also to all of our Servicemen and Service-

women who fight and sacrifice for all of us.  It cannot 

be said enough. 

 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions 

about Range War or about the Wolverine Rangers. 

Thanks and best regards, 

 

R.J. Law - Captain 

http://www.wolverinerangers.org/RW.html
http://www.wolverinerangers.org/RW.html


 



Range War 2016 

Comment Card Comments: 

 

 
Do it again! 

 

Great shoot.  Vendors that were here were good.  Could use a costume vendor. 
 

Very well run overall.  Great targets. 
 

The vendors area used to be full – what happened? 
 

Turkey good – Beef tough!  I’m sorry no more vendors than 3 – 
 

Beef was tough – rest of dinner was great. 
 

This is like a whole new match – fantastic.  Loved, loved, loved stages and target placement.  What 

a great match.  Like Buckles better than plaques (for firewood) 
 

Like buckles rather than plaques.  “Buckles advise for the match – plaques NOT” [sic] 
 

Great time!  Fun posse! 
 

Need to know to register at main cabin. 
 

Excellent match! 
 

Enjoyed shoot as always. 
 

Great match. 
 

We look forward to this match each year! 
 

Side matches were well done – don’t like reload of derringer.  Favors Bond Arms (?) 
 

What a fantastic match – warm and welcoming.  Thank you so much for allowing EMF to perform a 

new shooter clinic. 
 

Great shoot! 
 

Best stages yet – Good job! 
 

Well done!  Great weather. 

All was good. 
 

Thanks to Deuce, RJ Law and family for a great shoot!  And thanks to everyone who helped.  Side 

matches @ 1:00 were great! 
 

Plainsman was great. 

 

Had a great time!!!  Thanks for ALL of the hard work.  I know it’s not easy to put on something like 

this. 

 

 

Continued next page       



Range War 2016 Comment Card Comments - continued 
 

 
 

Need a stage do-over! 
 

Tells you what a great shoot you put on that we have so many shooters from out of State!! 
 

Great time, great job! 
 

Always a great match and a good time here.  Very little vendors, but honestly I don’t need anything 

else so didn’t miss them. 
 

Hospitality was amazing and this is our second time!  Fantastic experience – thanks again to Deuce 

for fixing my Marlin – really appreciate the help!  Best banquet ever! 
 

I was not able to shoot this year but enjoyed the experience of being here and meeting old friends. 
 

Real good match. 
 

Please ask campers to turn off generators after midnight. 
 

Food vendor did not bring enough food.  Neutral on vendors – hard to find.  Did not attend Saturday 

dinner – last year chicken was not done. 
 

Would like to see belt buckles for awards instead of plaques.  Possibly a photographer. 
 

Enjoyed close targets.  On great posse with great workers.  Love brass rats at this shoot.  Your theme 

this year & booklet stories were good!! 
 

I know it’s difficult to get them, but I wish there were more vendors. 
 

Better job on Stage Scenarios…what happened to the vendors?  Did someone forget to invite them?  

The posses need to be more even – we had to wait because 2-3 posses before us were running 

slower. 
 

The shade tents were not set up.  Would be helpful to have instructions attached to the frames so the 

posses could set them up. 

Stages flowed well, good movement.  A few targets were “dead” causing at least one miss called 

incorrectly.  Random tables for eating – copy Guns of August’s procedure for table order. 
 

Not very much room on some of the stages for motorized carts and golf carts – can we leave them 

out on the main roads?  Very crowded!  Great stages!! 
 

I gave the overall experience a 4, only because of some issues on the campground.  Registration, 

Stage Scenarios and Banquet all received a 5, everything else was n/a, although I guess I could 

give the food vendor a negative rating after hearing they left you in a lurch for having food on 

the range on Friday after the side matches.  Kudos to you and your crew/family for quick think-

ing on the pizza.  I was in the clubhouse when you were discussing it, but didn't really realize 

exactly what had happened.  I only shot one side match, and that was at the coaxing of Wildcat 

Maverick who loaned me his pocket pistol and provided ammo, but having been on the range 

and taking photos, I could see they were well run and efficient. 



Range War 2016 

Suggestions for Next Year: 
 

More junior awards for side matches like Ohio does.  More prizes. 
 

Ice cream truck @1:00 pm daily 
 

No standing long guns.  No 1st time shooters at a State match. 
 

More vendors!!!  Make posses equal or closer. 
 

No double posses – too much waiting.  12 on one & 24 on another. 
 

Clean porta potties.  Same target placement – fast & fun – great. 
 

Same target placement 
 

Would like buckles rather than plaques.  If possible more vendors. 
 

Maybe buckles next year? 
 

Need to shoot 4 stages for Wild Bunch. 
 

Even up posse sizes 
 

Even up posse numbers.  More vendors!!!  Set up canopies ahead of time.  Shorten banquet. 
 

Do it again! 
 

No change. 
 

Keep on keepin RJ, Deuce & crew are fantastic. 
 

Porta potties for men only. 
 

Please ask campers to turn off generators after midnight. 
 

Maybe cowboy church on Saturday evening? 
 

Continue to have clinics.  Absolutely LOVED the transitions clinic.  I LOVED the one-on-one time with great 

shooters!!  Thank you. 
 

How about a swap meet (if we are not going to have vendors)?  We have an FFL here (I’m sure). 
 

Draw posses out of a hat (keeping couples/families together).  That way they are even and  non one person 

shoots with their own “entourage”… who knows – you might even make new friends. 
 

The props were good – more of those would be great. 
 

I ask this one last time – how about a reduced rate for family members (whether maxing out paying for 3 fam-

ily members or changing the reduced rate from “spouse/significant other” to “second family member”)?  

They say this is a family sport, but it’s too pricey for a whole family to shoot.  And I’m sure I’m not the 

only one who feels this way.  I’m just the only one who’s mentioned it. 
 

Why not take the money that is “given away” at the FREE shoot and use it to build/ buy props for Range War? 
 

Let’s try to invite the vendors well in advance (say 6 months) before Range War.  Maybe even vendors not 

totally associated with CAS (fabric vendors, old fashioned candy vendors, etc.) 

  



 

 

Balance the size of the posses to prevent waiting for other groups to finish. 
 

Would like to see a “Spirit of the Game” award or at least a mention for those posse members who go the ex-

tra mile. 
 

Please seriously consider an area that is "generator free" on the campground, and/or a rule that quiet time is 

10pm.  Quiet time being described as generators off, no kids running around screaming, no loud music/

conversations.  This is standard operating procedure at most campgrounds, although times do vary.  I 

think 10pm is very reasonable.  Some of us have a very hard time getting any rest because of the noise 

(and fumes).  Anyone in a tent or a pop-up camper (a tent on wheels) has very little to shield them from 

these elements.  Even with getting to the campground very early and staking out a spot where you think 

you will have space and quiet doesn't usually work.  Invariably, someone comes and parks themselves 

very close to your established camp.  I am not sure if this is feasible or practical, but please consider the 

idea.  I understand that many people come to party, but for those of us who are giving a little extra of 

themselves at Range War, it's very draining when you can't sleep well at night (or long enough) and can't 

even get a nap in the afternoon.  This is my fourth year at Range War, and this year wasn't an isolated 

experience with generators and loud conversations/laughter. 
 

Also a comment about the Boy Scouts:  They were my primary issue at the campground this year.  I arrived on 

Thursday afternoon and established my campsite well away from anyone else, in hopes that it would re-

main that way.  On Friday, another camper arrived and parked a short distance away and was later fol-

lowed by a whole "circle of wagons" later in the day.  Much to my disappointment, it turned out to be the 

Boy Scouts.  Friday night, they were running around screaming, apparently playing tag or hide and seek 

in the dark.  I was in bed at a little after 10pm.  I figured it would stop soon.  When it was after 11pm and 

it still continued, I unzipped my window and hollered out to them to please keep it down because people 

were trying to sleep.  I heard one adult say "stop screaming".  This did not end their games.  I gave up and 

laid in bed wide awake while they continued a while longer.  Saturday afternoon, someone at their camp-

site set up an older, loud generator right between their campsite and mine.  Considering that I got so little 

sleep on Friday night, I had planned to get a nap on Saturday afternoon.  Being as warm as it was and not 

having air conditioning in my pop-up, windows needed to be unzipped in order to even be habit-

able.  With the generator running essentially right outside my camper and the prevailing slight breeze 

blowing exhaust right at my camper, not to mention the noise, I couldn't even be IN the camper, let alone 

get a nap.  The generator was running until after midnight when it finally ran out of gas or was shut 

down.  I asked fellow shooters who are seasoned campers and were near me and could see the proximity 

of everything if that was proper campground etiquette and they agreed that it wasn't.  To continue the 

saga, Saturday afternoon, the kids were playing with balls right outside my camper and very near my 

car.  Since a nap was out of the question, I was visiting with someone at their campsite across from my 

camper and I am nearly positive I heard the ball hit the grill of my car.  I then spoke up and told them to 

go play in the big open area of the field and not by my car.  I will also add that an adult had joined in with 

their play and he should have known better!  I also saw that they had dug holes around their campsite, for 

what purpose, I do not know, but I did mention it to Wildcat Rose so she could let Wildcat Maverick 

know.  If it was a problem, I am sure he would be letting you know.  To their credit, they did fill the holes 

back in when they broke camp Sunday afternoon. 

  

Please don't get me wrong, I am glad they are there to help with brass retrieval and they are being involved, 

but their campground etiquette has a lot to be desired.  There were several adults who were, I assume, 

supposed to be supervising these youngsters and steering them along the correct path of being courteous 

and appropriately behaved.  They fell WAY short of what the job I believe they should have been doing. 

  

Thank you for reading this.  I hope that something can be considered to make Range War a pleasant, yet fun 

event for everyone in the future.  I hope that you have contact with the person who was in charge of the 

Boy Scouts and can relay the information I have provided here so maybe next time they are with us, 

things can be better. 



The Wolverine 

Ranger’s Range 

War is in the books 

and I would like to 

take this opportu-

nity to congratulate 

all the State Cham-

pions especially 

DSC’s Jack Holla-

day who not only 

competed in his first 

Range War but also 

shot clean and was 

the Michigan State 

champion in Fron-

tier Cartridge. 

 

September in Michigan was supposed to  be 

cooler but on match day at DSC it was sunny and 

hot. Hot is the way to describe the shooting action 

as thirty-four cowboys and cowgirls competed for 

top honors at this match. Finishing first overall 

was Dodge City Dick as he edged out J.J. Longley 

and the husband and wife team of Leadfoot Luke 

and Hey Sugar. Shooting clean matches were Bad 

Brass, Wildcat Maverick, Poco Loco, and DSC’s 

Rochester Kid.  

 

 

 

Sunday, October 9th is our last Wild Bunch match 

for 2016. Registration starts at 8:30 AM and the 

shooting starts at 9:30 AM.  

 

Coyote Claxton, DSC Wild Bunch guru sets up a 

true Wild Bunch match NOT a Cowboy Action 

match with a 1911. Every one needs to come out 

and give this a try. If you don’t have all the right 

guns; no problem, just bring any semi-auto that 

shoots lead bullets and your cowboy rifle and 

shotgun. Give it a try!  

 

Sunday, October 16th is the date for our monthly 

Cowboy Match in October. Besides having some 

wonderful cowboy stages this is our annual Chili 

Cook Off Match. This is an opportunity for all the 

competitors to bring a pot of their best chili to 

wow our judges.  We have chili that is the hottest, 

no bean, best bean chili, no beef chili, and best 

overall. Bring a pot and throw your hat into the 

ring to be crowned chili champion. 

 

There still is plenty of shooting at DSC this fall, so 

come out and have some fun. 

 

See you on the range. 

J.J. Longley 

 
 

  SSShootinghootinghooting   NNNewsewsews      

Rocky River Regulators of DSC (Utica) 



Butcher Butte Bunch - Fenton 

An absolutely gorgeous day welcomed us at 

Butcher Butte for our match on September 11 af-

ter a quick and nearly wet set up the day before. 

 

Our day started with 

our Pledge of Alle-

giance and a few 

moments of silence 

in remembrance of 

those lost in the ter-

rorist attacks 15 

years ago. 

 

Due to other 

matches going on, 

we had a small turn 

out for the match, 

with one posse of 

15, but we all 

worked together and had a great time.  We had a 

few visitors watching the match, one of which is 

planning to take up the sport.  Thank you to every-

one who joined us for the match, we were happy 

to have you with us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the match, we enjoyed a delicious sloppy joe 

and potato salad lunch prepared by Big Bad Jim 

while we waited for the results to be computed. 

 

The final results showed we had 5 clean shooters 

and Doc Roy L. Pain walked away with first place 

honors. 

 

Remember that our shooting season is not over yet 

at Butcher Butte!  We still have a match coming 

up on October 9.  This is a make-up match for the 

one that was cancelled in July due to the conflict 

with the Rangers free shoot in Saginaw.  Some fun 

stages are already written and ready to go.  The 

weather should be cooler and of course there will 

be good friends to visit with.  We hope for a good 

turn-out for this match.  Who knows, maybe we 

might end up with October being on the regular 

schedule! 

 

Keep it pointed downrange! 



The Johnson Creek Regulators would like to offer 

our condolences to the family of Wolverine 

Ranger member South Paul (Paul Wolcott) who 

passed away suddenly during a match Saturday.  

We understand South Paul had just shot a clean 

stage when he was stricken. 

 

September 24th was a beautiful 

day.  The weather was perfect 

for a day at the range.  (And 

for us Spartan fans, a day at 

the range was much more sat-

isfactory than a day in Spartan 

Stadium) 

 

We brought out our new Texas Star for morning 

practice.  We were a bit disappointed more shoot-

ers did not take advantage of the opportunity as 

we plan to introduce the Texas Star at our October 

match. 

 

Our September match 

linked each stage to 

gold mining in the old 

west.  Snuffy Dave Ed-

wards brought home 

the gold (so to speak) 

with an impressive ad-

justed time of 110.20.  

Clean matches were 

turned in by Henry 

Moon Shine, Sarge, 

Mishomis and Single 

Barrel Bob. 

At the end of our regular match, shooters were 

divided into teams by drawing lots.  Each team 

had one member assigned to pistol, rifle and shot-

gun.  This reporter would love to report results for 

each posse, but alas, the results seem to have 

walked away.  That said, the tag team shoot was a 

success.  Many positive comments about team 

building and comradery were received.  This is 

something we will do again. 

 

Our final match of the year, our annual Pumpkin 

Bustin will be Saturday October 22.  Just a week 

before Halloween, feel free to wear your scariest 

western costume. 

 

"For summer there, bear in mind, is a loitering 

gossip, that only begins to talk of leaving when 

September rises to go." 

-   George Washington Cable 

Johnson Creek Regulators - Plymouth 



It was a beautiful day for shooting!  We had 36 

shooters today!  Some folks we haven’t seen in a 

while, Doc Roy L. Pain, Two Rig A Tony, Lucky 

Lennie and one new shooter and Posse member, 

Indy Bootlegger. Like to thank everyone who 

joined us, we had a fabulous day! 

  

We had ten clean shooters today:  Diamond Jim, 

Doc Roy L. Pain, Headstone, J. R. Hammer, Jake 

Spotted Horse, Mike E. the Blaster, Sauk Valley 

Stubby, Three Gun Cole, Triple Threat and Two 

Rig A Tony.  Congratulations! 

  

Like to thank everyone who helped set up the Val-

ley and helped Mike & me today: Diamond Jim, 

Indy Bootlegger, Ka Adik Krista, Naughty Nellie, 

Tommy Two Fingers and Triple Threat. 

 Thanks to Cookie for providing a great lunch to-

day of Cowboy Beans, rolls and cookies.  

  

Our next shoot will be October 16th, registration 

opens at 8:15 AM, side shoots start at 8:30 AM, 

and the mandatory safety meeting starts at 9:45 

AM preceding the main match.  

  

Sauk Valley Stubby & Ms. Blazin 

Hidden Valley Cowboys - Sturgis 



Straight Shots from Saginaw 

We’re sure you’ve heard the words “Yee Haw” 

somewhere along the trail… a shout of joy, chal-

lenge, or victory.  Victory! We like the sound of 

that definition because all of our cowboys from 

Saginaw shot Range War well and took home 

plaques. We had a “Yee Haw” good time! 

 

Saturday’s opening ceremonies this year included 

the Michigan Fallen Soldiers Wall of Honor. It 

was sobering to stand looking at names of men 

and women who fought for our freedoms and 

never returned home to enjoy what many of us 

take for granted. We hope the shooters were able 

to read the interesting articles R.J. Law compiled 

for the match booklet. They were very informa-

tive. 

 

Match Director, Deuce Stevens, and all his helpers 

did a great job this year.  With a well-designed 

shooting schedule, great stages and target place-

ment, the posses moved well through the week-

end. The stories told after each day’s match are 

always fun to hear. Just when you think you did 

the dumbest thing, along comes the “next guy’s 

story”, and you can sure relate to what he’s say-

ing. We all cheered when any of us would do well 

and groaned when we didn’t. And when the last 

shot of the match was fired, the whole posse lined 

up for a shotgun salute, along with a great big 

“Yee Haw”.  A grand finale for the end of a fun 

shoot. 

The banquet and awards ceremony was great. This 

year The Lady was assisted by little helpers po-

litely handing out the plaques. We had to smile 

watching an older brother lend a hand to his little 

sister when it was her turn to help out. One little 

pard, his face beaming proudly, galloped back 

after his delivery, feet lifted high as his cowboy 

boots danced across the floor. Definitely, a “Yee 

Haw” moment! 

 

Yup, that phrase “Yee 

Haw” describes a perfect 

ending for Range War 

2016. We’re sure 2017 

promises another great 

event. 

 

Until next time, remember to live life and give it 

your best shot. We hope you have many “Yee 

Haws” in the future. 

 

 

Happy Trails, 

Bad River Marty & Katie Callahan 

 



 

The Eagleville Cowboys - Central Lake 

The 'Eagles Revenge' annual two day Cowboy 

Action match was held on Sept. 24 and 25 with 

cool but nice weather. There were two separate 

shoots for those who could not make both days. 

Attendance was down a little from previous years 

for some unknown reason.   

 

At the end of the first day, the following came out 

on top of their category:  Senior - Atlanta 

Sharp,  Elder Stsmn - Thummper John,  Grand 

Patron - One Son of a Gun, Sr.G.F. - Andy Hor-

shurodinon  Catl Brn - Trusty Rusty,  Sr. - Care 

Bear,  Wranglr - Rowdy Rusk,  Duelst - Marlin 

Matt,  49er - Bar Gun Hunter,  Frt.Ctg. - Tin Pan 

Sam,  Cowboy - Sparky Bill,  Sil.Sr. - Mohawk 

Scout,  L.F.Ct.Dlst - Senora Vaquera, Frt.Ctg.GF - 

Scotty Two Shotty,  L.G.F. - Laurie 

L'Amour,  Buckaroo - Big I (eye), L.Sil.Sr. - 

Buckeye Juice,  L.Frt.Ctg. - P.K. Brimstone. 

 

Clean shooters were: Atlanta Sharp, One Son of a 

Gun, Andy Horshurodinon , Rowdy Rusk and Bar 

Gun Hunter.  

 

The second day, Sunday the weather was a little 

better,  but not as many clean shooters. And a Sen-

ior Gunfighter came out  ahead of the rest..!! 

Sr. G.F. - Andy Horshurodinon ,  CTBN - Trusty 

Rusty,  E.Stsmn - Thummper John,  Cboy - 

Sparky Bill,  Gr.Patn - One Son of a Gun,  

49er - Bar Gun Hunter,  F.C.G.F. Scotty Two 

Shotty,  Wglr - Rowdy Rusk,  Sr. - Bulldog 

Jim,  L.F.C.D. - Senora Vaquera,  F.C. - Tin Pan 

Sam,  L.G.F.  - Laurie L'Amour,  L. Sil.Sr. - Mer-

cantile Annie,  Buckaroo - Big I,  L.Frt.Ctg. P.K. 

Brimstone, L. Sil.Sr. - Buckeye Juice.     Clean 

shooters were: Andy Horshurodinon , Bar.Gun 

Hunter, Rowdy Rusk, and Big I. 

 

Both days, all shooters got their pick of the many 

door prizes on the tables. Several cowboys or 

cowgirls brought extra food to supplement what 

Birdshot Betty had already prepared, so we are 

very well fed.  

 

After all the award categories were called, we had 

a drawing for a nice handgun. Every shooter 

picked a card out of a deck when they registered, 

and tore it in half and put half of it in a hat.  One 

of our 'brass pickers' pulled the winning card, and 

a loud response was heard from "Big I" as he held 

the winning card. He is only 10 years old, has 

been shooting with his grandfather 'Tin Pan Sam' 

for three years. So the gun had to be put in 

Grandpa's name until he gets old enough. The lit-

tle Cowboy is being taught right, he almost always 

shoots clean, just not fast "yet"... Watch out when 

he gets to the Junior category..  

 

C Y'all down the trail.     

 

One Son of a Gun 



 

The Shooter’s Stance 

Stepping Away From a Comfort Zone: My First Range War Experience 

I'm Jack Holladay, member of Rocky River Regulators 

of DSC in Utica,MI.  I have been with the Cowboy 

Action Shooting Club nearly 4 years now, participating 

in almost all of the 10 or so Cowboy matches per 

year.  I’ve made myself comfortable in matches, help-

ing with setup, becoming familiar with match shooters 

and committee members, and the procedures of a match 

at my “home range” 
 

Rocky River Regulators member J.J. Longley has, not 

so subtly over the past years, mentioned I should par-

ticipate in a State Match.  Easy for him to say; With 

more years of participation under his belt, and being an 

excellent shot, he plays this game very well.  I was not 

yet comfortable or confident with the idea of shooting 

at a State Match.  Well, with the purchase of a 5th 

Wheel Trailer last fall, and continued success at home 

matches, stars started to align themselves.  I decided 

this year would be a good opportunity to attempt a 

State Match, fully immersing myself in the event.  I had 

made up my mind, and told J.J. I would go.  I have no 

regrets about that decision. 
 

I arrived on the grounds Thursday afternoon with my 

trailer in tow.  I was pleased to find an open layout for 

parking, so I lined up with a couple from Iowa that 

were attending their second State Match.  Camping on 

the grounds provided the opportunity to meet other 

shooters, see setups, and familiarize myself with the lay 

of the land.  I also had more time to review the stages 

and shooting scenarios that were provided online the 

week prior. 

Friday morning kicked off a Mini Match, consisting of 

3 posses working over 4 stages, some similar to what 

would be presented on Saturday.  While scores were 

calculated, they were not combined with Saturday and 

Sunday results.  This was a relaxed practice to familiar-

ize ourselves with the procedures and stages.  With the 

mini match wrapping up mid afternoon, I had enough 

time to clean my guns at my trailer, get cleaned up my-

self, and enjoy dinner at the camp, alongside fellow 

Regulators J.J. Longley, Coyote Claxton and Camp-

town, 
 

Saturday morning’s main match was under way.  We 

started the morning with opening ceremonies and a 

humbling presentation for those Michigan Veterans 

killed in action.  Then the competition was on.  Event 

Marshalls guided 10 posses through 5 stages of the 

match.  The Marshalls were experienced, knowledge-

able, and pleasant to chat with.  I was also able to walk 

around, taking some pictures and observing other 

shooters.  It truly felt like a match at DSC, just a bit 

bigger, and with a lot more people.  We wrapped up 

mid afternoon, again allowing time to get my guns 

cleaned up at my trailer.  Dinner was hosted at the 

Clubhouse on the grounds.  The Cowboy Campfire 

followed, which was quite enjoyable.  Live music and 

singing provided entertainment for the evening.   
 

Sunday morning kicked off the second half of the main 

match, with another 5 stages.  Again, the Marshalls 

expert guidance made for a smooth match.   The eve-

ning was brought to a close with a banquet at Alexan-

der’s in Marysville.  While at the dinner, a fellow 

shooter asked if I had shot a clean match.  I explained 

that I was concentrating so much on avoiding major 

catastrophes that I wasn’t entirely sure my match was 

clean.  As it turns out, not only did I shoot a clean 

match, I took Michigan State Champion for Frontier 

Cartridge. 
 

Traveling home Monday morning, I had a State Match 

under my belt, and 3 new plaques to place on my 

shelf.  Beyond the awards though, success in stepping 

outside of my comfort zone was possible due to the 

well choreographed event.  Expertise made the event go 

off without a hitch, and comradery made it feel like 

home.  I am happy to mark the 2017 Wolverine Rang-

ers Range War on my calendar. 

  
Happy Cowboy 

Jack Holladay 



Who To Contact 
 

CAPTAIN 
 Any Wolverine Ranger or Range War Concerns 
 
RANGE WAR MATCH DIRECTOR 
 Volunteer to help with Range War 
 Vendor Registration and Information 
 
WOLVERINE RANGERS’ SECRETARY 
 Range War Registration 
 Club Information and Pictures for Wall Calendar 
 New Shooting Schedule for each year 
 
MEMBERSHIP ADMINISTRATORS 
 Join Wolverine Rangers or Renew Membership 
 Change in any contact or membership information 
 Badges or Membership Packets 
 
WEBMASTER 
 Club Match Scores 
 Notices, Schedule Changes, etc posted on Home Page & Club Page Information 
 Classified and Merchant Ads 
 
EPITAPH EDITOR 
 Articles or information you want published in the Epitaph 
 Requests to receive Epitaph by email or notification that newsletter has been posted on the website 
 
CHIEF RO INSTRUCTORS, MIDEAST REGION 
 Scheduling SASS RO-I and RO-II classes at any club in Michigan 

Contact Information 
 

Check the website or back of wall calendar for club contact information 

Please keep your e-mail address current with the Membership Secretary 
 

WOLVERINE RANGERS CAPTAIN—R. J. LAW 

248-528-0440     rgillary@gillarylaw.com  
 

RANGE WAR MATCH DIRECTOR—DEUCE STEVENS 

616-677-5275      deucestevens45@yahoo.com  
 

WOLVERINE RANGERS SECRETARY—COSMOPOLITAN CHRISTINE 

248-528-0440     egillary@gillarylaw.com 
 

MEMBERSHIP ADMINISTRATORS — CARD SHARK CHARLIE  &  LAINEY MAE 

616-874-3406     drury1954@chartermi.net  
 

WEBMASTER—LAPORTE LIL 

laportelil32@gmail.com 

 

EPITAPH EDITOR—OUTRIDER OUTLAW  

outrideroutlaw@yahoo.com  
 

MARKETING DIRECTOR—SIXGUN SCOTSMAN 

marketingdirector@wolverinerangers.org 

 

SASS RO-I & RO-II CLASSES—CACTUS KAY & DAKOTA DOC 

817-371-6600     docandkay@yahoo.com 
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