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  CCCaptain’s aptain’s aptain’s CCCornerornerorner      

Howdy pards, 

 

It is nice that we are finally getting some good 

weather.  Hopefully it will stay for our summer 

shooting season.  There are a couple of items of 

interest that I would like to let everyone know 

about for this summer.  First or all, I was recently 

contacted by local artist Kim Fujiwara who is lo-

cated in Rochester Hills.  He is looking for old 

western characters in authentic wardrobe to model 

for upcoming oil paintings.  He is looking for 

gunslingers, sheriffs, and any other period charac-

ters of the Old West.  Kim will be shooting photos 

at locations throughout the state.  If you are se-

lected, you will get a signed print of the finished 

art work and a disc of the photo shoot.  Please feel 

free to email a photo of you in your outfit to Kim 

at fujiart57@comcast.net if you are interested.  

Please also check out the more detailed informa-

tion on the Wolverine Rangers Website 

(www.wolverinerangers.org) including a link to 

some of Kim’s artwork.  I am sure that you will 

be impressed by his talent. 

 

On August 2nd there will be a Lone Ranger Parade 

in Oxford celebrating the life of Brace Beemer, 

the voice of the Lone Ranger on the radio.   Please 

check out the Wolverine Rangers website for 

more info on the parade. 

 

Please be sure that your shooting calendar in-

cludes the Wolverine Rangers Annual Meeting / 

Free Shoot on Saturday July 19th at Breckenridge.  

This is your opportunity to ask any questions that 

you may have of any of the officers of the Rang-

ers and to have a fun day of shooting and lunch at 

no charge for Wolverine Rangers.  Feel free to 

bring any of your shooting friends who are not 

Wolverine Rangers.  They will be free to shoot for 

the normal shooting fee and to have lunch and to 

attend the meeting.  Non-members will not be 

able to vote on any issue that may come up and 

they will not be entitled to a copy of our financial 

statements but they will be able to see what we 

are all about.  

 

I would ask that everyone please keep our pards 

First Lieutenant / Vice President Bad River 

Marty, Adobe Gillis and “Fighting” Mad Mongo 

in your thoughts and prayers as they deal with 

medical adversity. 

 

Thanks again to all of our members who are veter-

ans of our armed forces who have sacrificed to 

make this the greatest country in the history of the 

world.  Please remember that freedom is not free. 

In closing, please be sure to give your kids and 

grandkids a hug and a kiss and tell them that you 

love them every day. 

 

I hope to see you on the shooting range, 

Best regards, 

 

R.J. Law – Captain 

Wolverine Rangers 

mailto:fujiart57@comcast.net
http://www.wolverinerangers.org


The town of Rocky River has finally opened after a 

long hard winter.  The grass is starting to grow and the 

boardwalks are clear, and the cowboy action competi-

tors are ready to start shooting. 

 

Our first monthly Cowboy Action match was a month 

later than normal but 28 cowboys and cowgirls came 

out to dust the rust off their shooting skills. 

 

After completing 5 fast and furious stages the overall 

winner was Doc Roy L Pain who also shot a clean 

match.  Finishing 2nd and DSC’s top finisher was J.J. 

Longley.  J.J. also shot clean, as did DSC’s Nine Finger 

Bob, DSC’s Terrebonne Bud, and Outrider Outlaw. 

 

 Special attention needs to go to DSC’s Rifle Rick 

(pictured, receiving encouragement from Dodge City 

Dick), who com-

peted in his first 

CAS match and left 

with a smile on his 

face and a promise to 

return for more 

shooting action. 

 

On May 18th spring 

was trying to arrive 

in Rocky River. We had clear skies and 66-degree 

temps under sunny skies.  After 5 fun stages with some 

different target sequences and after Camptown tallied 

the scores of 45 shooters, J.J. Longley managed to 

shoot clean and claim top honors for the day.  Joining 

him with clean matches were Bad Brass, Catlow, Cac-

tus Kay, Soaring Red Hawk, Camptown, Rodent, Henry 

Moon, and DSC’s Terrebonne Bud. 

 

June 1, 2014 is our next Wild Bunch match of the sea-

son. We will shoot 5 Wild Bunch stages followed by a 

light lunch and invite all to come out and try this shoot-

ing sport. We do have the SASS sanctioned Wild 

Bunch classes recognized but if you don’t have all the 

Wild Bunch gear, no problem.  We have an open class 

where you can shoot any caliber CAS lever action rifle 

and any CAS shotgun you may own.  All you need is 

ANY semi automatic pistol that shoots LEAD bullets 

and you are ready for a Wild Bunch experience.  A 

typical wild bunch stage could be 20 pistol, 10 rifle, and 

6 shotgun.  So if you want plenty of shooting and ac-

tion, this might just be “your cup of tea”. 

 

Our next Cowboy match is on Father’s Day, Sunday, 

June 15th. 

If you have an older bolt-action military rifle, come out 

on June 22nd and shoot our Military Rifle Match. De-

tails and specifics are on our club page at 

www.wolverinerangers.org. 

There is plenty of shooting action at DSC, 

See you on the range. 

J.J. Longley 

 

 

  SSShootinghootinghooting   NNNewsewsews      

Rocky River Regulators of DSC –Utica 

Huron River Raiders - Commerce 

Need a little extra practice with your cowboy 

shootin’?  Not a member of a club?  Know some-

body you’d like to get involved but they are not 

familiar with cowboy shooting? No problem! 

 

The Huron River Raiders at Multi-Lakes Conserva-

tion Club in Commerce Twp., are hosting practice 

sessions for experienced cowpokes as well as new 

shooters who want to learn how to shoot the “Guns 

of the Old West”.  Appropriate guns and a limited 

supply of ammo are available for use.  Range fees:  

Club member $5, non member $7. 

The practice sessions will take place on:  

June 14, July 19, August 16, September 20, Octo-

ber 25 from 10:00 am–noon at Multi-Lakes Con-

servation Club  3860 Newton Rd.  Commerce Twp. 

 

Contact: 

Cool Hand Carl 

248-318-3463 

1873cowboy45@sbcglobal.net 

http://www.wolverinerangers.org
mailto:1873cowboy45@sbcglobal.net


Lone Ranger Parade—Oxford 

Reprinted with permission from  by C.J. Carnacchio, Editor of the Oxford Leader newspaper in Oxford, MI.  



 

Lone Ranger Parade—Oxford (cont.) 

 Reprinted with permission from  by C.J. Carnacchio, Editor of the Oxford Leader newspaper in Oxford, MI.  



Straight Shots from Saginaw 

We don’t know about you folks but we’re so 

happy better weather has settled in. We feel 

blessed that we were spared many of the nasty 

storms that developed this spring and our prayers 

go out to the brave people who endured the storms 

that ravaged their homes and lives. 

 

Saginaw is busy this week gearing up for its May 

31st shoot.  Due to press deadlines before our 

shoot, we’ll give you the scores in the next edition 

of the Epitaph or check the Wolverine Ranger 

webpage. 

 

With the warmer weather, our thoughts turn to 

summer and our “Freedom Days”, Saturday, July 

12th and Sunday, July 13th.   These are 2 separate 

shoots, back-to-back. Shoot one day or both.  

Scores & awards will be handed out each day.  

Registration is each morning, 8:30-9:30 a.m. $15 

for Rangers, $18 non-Rangers. 16 & under shoot 

free. And, our cooks will be providing us with 

some delicious grub. 

 

We’ll also be having our own “mini” Wild Bunch 

Match for our outlaw pards after the main match. 

(3 quick stages in the woods!)  Cost is only $5. 

Contact Ethan Callahan at j20bell@yahoo.com for 

specifics. 

We’re offering free primitive camping Friday & 

Saturday nights.  We’d appreciate a call ahead 989

-585-3292 or e-mail us:  mnbbell@yahoo.com    

We have a potluck (just bring a dish to pass) on 

Saturday night if you want to join in. Sunday 

mornin’ we’ll have a short cowboy church service, 

thanking the Good Lord for the many freedoms 

we enjoy in this great country of ours. 

 

Saginaw continues our weekly Wednesday night 

practices, 5:00 p.m. until dark. It’s a great time for 

practicing up and having some friendly harass-

ment in the process. Stop in if you’re in the 

neighborhood. 

 

For what’s happening in Saginaw, check us out at 

our Saginaw Field & Stream site, 

www.saginawfieldandstream.com  and the “one-

stop-has-it-all” Wolverine Ranger website 

www.wolverinerangers.org 

 

And remember… live life. Give it your best shot. 

Hope to see you at our Freedom Days July 12-

13th. 

 

Bad River Marty & Katie Callahan 
 

 

mailto:j20bell@yahoo.com
mailto:mnbbell@yahoo.com
http://www.saginawfieldandstream.com
http://www.wolverinerangers.org


The Eagleville Cowboys April shoot was not can-

celled because of April showers, there was so 

much snow left on the road to the range, we could 

not get in. Darn. 

So, our first shoot of 2014 was in May, and the 

weather was perfect. We were down a few shooter 

for various reasons. The main reason, was we lost 

one our faithful shooters during the winter to that 

darn Cancer. Crack Shot Fannie was young com-

pared to most of us, and she was always was smil-

ing whether she shot a good stage or a bad one. 

She  will be missed by all us Cowboys, but most 

especially by her pardner and husband, Fly Speck 

Billy. We felt her smiling down on us as we were 

shooting and having fun.  

We had one clean shooter, and she came out on 

top of the heap, Ladies Sr. - T.N. Tina, 

(Dynamite),   Elder Statesman - Rancher Roy, 

Catl Baron - One Son of a Gun,  49er - Bar Gun 

Hunter,  Cowboy - Cowgirl Killer,  Fr. Cart. Du-

elest - Marlin Matt (darkside), Fr. Cart - Tin Pan 

Sam,  Ladies Fr. Cart. Duelest, - Senora Va-

quera,  Frt. Cart. G.F. - Scotty Two Shotty,  Wran-

gler - Rowdy Rusk, Ladies Silver Sr., Mercantile 

Annie, Ladies 49er - Buckeye Juice.  

Everyone enjoyed the 'chicken chili' and all the 

fixins prepared by Birdshot Betty, and this scribe 

had one son and two grandsons shootin  with us. 

The family that shoots together, stays together, I 

think I heard that somewhere.  

Y'all come up to Eagleville in June and see just 

how much fun we have. The dusty trail comes this 

here way too.   

One Son of a Gun.   TG  

The Eagleville Cowboys - Central Lake 

Get Yer RO On! 
 

Dakota Doc and Cactus Kay, our RO-II Instructors, 

are available to teach the RO-I and RO-II classes at 

any club in Michigan.  Their contact information 

has been permanently added to the “Who to Con-

tact” page at the end of each Epitaph issue.  If your 

club is interested in hosting a class, please contact 

them to schedule a date. 

 

Wild Bunch RO Training 
 

Wild Bunch Range Officer class will be offered on 

August 28, 2014 (Thursday before Range War) 

from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm at Blue Water Sports-

men’s Association (4866 Ravenswood, Kimball, 

MI 48074).  The cost is $30.00 and is payable at 

the door. 
 

The course consists of a PowerPoint presentation, a 

25 question written test, and a range oriented prac-

tical test.  All the test answers are in the WBAS 

Handbook 

 

Prerequisites for course attendance are: 

 Current SASS member 

 RO-II Certification 

 Familiarization with the SASS WB Handbook 

 Understanding of the function and operation of 

all SASS WB legal firearms 
 

Upon successful completion of the course, partici-

pants will receive the WBAS RO Pin. 
 

For more information or to register, contact: 

Smokin' Iron or Honey B. Quick 

740-974-7007 or 740-974-7329 

smokiehbq@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:smokiehbq@gmail.com


Hidden Valley Cowboys - Sturgis 

May 18, 2014 

Another Sunday shoot that started out really cold 

at 7 a.m., but it warmed up really nicely!  We had 

a great shoot, 35 shooters. We remembered the 

train whistle today!  

  

We had five clean shooters:  Blackthorne Billy, J. 

R. Hammer Lue Dee Kris, Rooster and Sauk Val-

ley Stubby.  Congratulation! 

  

Like to thank everyone who helped get set up for 

the shoot:  Blackthorne Billy, D. K. Tracker, Dia-

mond Jim, Grampaw Willie, Naughty Nellie, Sauk 

Trail Mike and Triple Threat.  Also a GREAT 

BIG THANK YOU to Johnny Rebel and YA Big 

Tree for the beautiful sign they made for the Hid-

den Valley Depot, Sauk Trail Mike is going to 

hang it this week!  Also, a GREAT BIG Thank 

you to Lady Bandit for providing and serving 

lunch, Cowboy bean, chips, bread & butter with 

homemade Apple butter , homemade brownies, 

yum, can’t get much better than that!!!  Thank you 

also to Naughty Nellie & Diamond Jim for the 

skull, it will look lovely on the Livery Stable and 

Mongo J. Flint for the “Cowpokes Welcome” 

sign.  Whew, that lots of thankin, everything and 

everyone are most appreciated! 

  

Hoping Nancy Good has a speedy recovery, so far 

so good! 

 If you haven’t heard, our July shoot will be a 

Buckle Shoot, limited to 60 shooters, featuring an 

expanded lunch (more grub).  The cost for the July 

shoot will be $30.00, certificates will be given for 

clean shooter’s & side matches.  We will be shoot-

ing 6 stages. 

Only the categories listed on the Registration form 

will be recognized 

All SASS rules apply 

Categories with 1 -3 shooters will be given a 

1st place Gold Buckle 

Categories with 4-5 shooters will be given 1st & 

2nd place Gold & Silver Buckles’ 

Categories with more than 6 shooters will be 

given 1st, 2nd & 3rd place Gold, Silver & Bronze 

Buckles’ 

  

If you need a pre-registration form, let us know 

we will send you another.  The registration fee is 

not due until July 5th, so don’t worry about that! 

  

The next shoot in the Valley will be June 5.  Hope 

to see a bunch of you there! 

  

  

Sauk Valley Stubby & Ms. Blazin 



L.C.S.C. Wranglers - Lapeer 

COWBOY  FUN 

On May 24, 25 and 26, 2014 the L.C.S.C. Wran-

glers hosted our 17 Annual Great Lakes Cowboy 

shoot. Over the past three days there were people 

from all walks of life from both United States and 

Canada participating in a sport that seems to give 

people a chance to shoot, relax, enjoy, eat and tell 

stories around the camp fire. Next year we hope to 

see new faces sitting around the camp fire, come 

join us! 

Our monthly matches are W/B June 29, July 6, 

Aug.3, Sept. 7, 0ct.5, Nov.2. Come out and see 

what it is all about. There is a little cowboy or 

cowgirl in all of us. So ride over on your favorite 

horse or wagon with a friend or wife and family 

and have some great fun. 

 

Horse Whisperer George Metis 



The Shooter’s Stance 

Observations from matches 

Cowboy attire, as stated in the SASS shooter's manual, 

"...must be typical of the late 19th century, a B-western 

movie, or Western television series."  Likewise, 

"Shooters must remain in costume at all match events: 

dinners, award ceremonies, dances, etcetera.and ALL 

clothing and equipment MUST be worn appropriately, 

how it was intended and how it would have been worn 

in the OLD WEST or as seen on B-Western movies and 

television." 

 

To this shooter, this means that short sleeves (at least 

on a gentleman), are a no-no, as well as long sleeves 

being rolled up.  The reason for this is that in the old 

west, a cowboy would never wear short sleeves and 

would never have rolled up his sleeves, unless he was 

washing up in a trough or a creek.  A cowboy wore 

long sleeves to protect his arms from the sun and while 

riding through brush. 

 

Below is a copy of what is on the currently posted 

SASS Shooter's Manual (page 26): 

The use or presence of any outlawed item is a 

Stage Disqualification. 
 Modern shooting gloves. 

 Short sleeve shirts (Male competitors only) 

 Short sleeve tee shirts, long sleeve tee shirts, 

and tank tops for all competitors. Long 

sleeved Henley type shirts with buttons 

are acceptable. 

 Modern feathered cowboy hats (Shady Bra-

dys). Straw hats of traditional design (e.g., 

Stetson, Bailey, sombreros,) are accept-

able. 

 Designer jeans 

 Ball caps 

 All types of athletic shoes or combat boots, 

no matter the material from which they 

are constructed. 

Nylon, plastic, or Velcro accouterments. 

The displaying of manufacturer’s, sponsor’s, 

or team logos on apparel. Manufacturer’s 

labels on such apparel or equipment are 

acceptable. 
 

Tennis shoes/sneakers are definitely NOT old west, or 

even B-Western or TV series.  Of course, when weather 

conditions are extreme (mud or snow, for example), 

exceptions are expected to be made.  However, it's been 

noted at more than one match, that several experienced 

shooters do not wear appropriate footwear on a regular 

basis.  Exceptions are also expected for new shooters 

that are still acquiring their gear.  It's understood that 

sometimes footwear can be expensive, but so is the 

leather and hardware that we use.  New shooters and 

those on a budget can possibly find appropriate foot-

wear at a secondhand store or on eBay. 

 

Another thing that has been noticed, is that sometimes 

people finish shooting their last stage and leave!  There 

is still work that needs to be done so that all the other 

competitors can finish their last stage as well!  Until the 

last shooter is done and has cleared at the unloading 

table, there is still a need for spotters, brass rats, target 

resetters and a timer-operator.  Please, be courteous and 

stay with your posse until everyone has finished the 

stage, unless you have made arrangements with the 

posse marshall in advance.  On the same note, when 

you are not at the loading table, shooting or at the 

unloading table, there are jobs to be done so that the 

other shooters can take their turn shooting.  Please take 

your turn and offer to relieve someone so they can go 

shoot.  Please do not just sit or talk/text on your phone.  

Obviously, everyone needs a few minutes to them-

selves to catch their breath and grab a snack or a drink, 

but don't leave a select few to do all the work. 

 

If you are not working a position on the posse, and you 

see observers of your posse, engage them!  Invite them 

closer and explain what we are doing, and how much 

fun it is!  This could be the first time folks are seeing 

cowboy action shooting, and they may be quite in-

trigued by the whole game.  If they encounter friendly, 

outgoing people, so prevalent in our sport, they may be 

interested enough to come watch again, and possibly 

even shoot.  If you are so inclined, and it's appropriate 

(meaning it's ok with the club and/or the match direc-

tor), invite them to stick around until the end of the 

shoot and give a stage a try.  A little goodwill goes a 

long way, and you'll feel great when the visitor is grate-

ful for the opportunity and has a good time.  Remember 

that every shooter on a posse is an ambassador of the 

sport, and it's up to us to live up to the historical hospi-

tality of the camp fire.   



 Wolverine Rangers Range War Cancellation Policy 

Editor’s Corner 

Please contact Cosmopolitan Christine as soon as possible at egillary@gillarylaw.com or  

(248) 528-0440 if you need to cancel your entry for Range War 2014. Cancellations received by 

August 1, 2014 will receive a full refund. If you would still like to receive your T-Shirt and/or 

Shooter Bag and Name Badge, you will receive a refund less $20.00. Your items will be mailed to 

you after the shoot.  

Cancellations received between August 2, 2014 and August 15, 2014 will receive a partial 

refund. You will receive your entry fee(s) minus a $5.00 per shooter administrative fee to cover the 

cost of pre-purchased shooter supplies, etc. If you would still like to receive your T-Shirt and/or 

Shooter Bag and Name Badge, you will receive a refund less $20.00. Your items will be mailed to 

you after the shoot.  

Cancellations received between August 15, 2014 and August 22, 2014 will receive a par-

tial refund. You will receive your entry fee(s) minus a $30.00 per shooter fee to cover the cost of 

non-refundable banquet reservations, pre-purchased shooter supplies, etc. Also, if you purchased 

additional banquet tickets they will not be refunded. If you would still like to receive your T-Shirt 

and/or Shooter Bag and Name Badge, you will receive a refund less $45.00 (and any additional ban-

quet tickets purchased). Your items will be mailed to you after the shoot.  

Cancellations received after August 23, 2014 will not be refunded. Please let us know before 

the start of Range War if you would still like to receive your T-shirt and/or Shooter Bag and Name 

Badge. They will be mailed to you after the shoot.  



  Epitaph SurveyEpitaph SurveyEpitaph Survey       

Late last year, a survey was posted for Wolverine Rangers.  Various questions were asked.  The 

results of one of the questions will be posted here with each issue.   

Survey Question: 

 

What members of your family also participate in Cowboy Action Shooting?  

Thirteen responded that their spouse or significant other also participate. 

 

Three report that their child or children participate. 

 

Two report that their sibling(s) participate. 

 

And one person responded  with “other”. 



Who To Contact 
 

CAPTAIN 
 Any Wolverine Ranger or Range War Concerns 
 
RANGE WAR MATCH DIRECTOR 
 Volunteer to help with Range War 
 Vendor Registration and Information 
 
WOLVERINE RANGERS’ SECRETARY 
 Range War Registration 
 Club Information and Pictures for Wall Calendar 
 New Shooting Schedule for each year 
 
MEMBERSHIP ADMINISTRATORS 
 Join Wolverine Rangers or Renew Membership 
 Change in any contact or membership information 
 Badges or Membership Packets 
 
WEBMASTER 
 Club Match Scores 
 Notices, Schedule Changes, etc posted on Home Page & Club Page Information 
 Classified and Merchant Ads 
 
EPITAPH EDITOR 
 Articles or information you want published in the Epitaph 
 Requests to receive Epitaph by email or notification that newsletter has been posted on the website 
 
CHIEF RO INSTRUCTORS, MIDEAST REGION 
 Scheduling SASS RO-I and RO-II classes at any club in Michigan 

Contact Information 
 

Check the website or back of wall calendar for club contact information 

Please keep your e-mail address current with the Membership Secretary 
 

WOLVERINE RANGERS CAPTAIN—R. J. LAW 

248-528-0440     rgillary@gillarylaw.com  
 

RANGE WAR MATCH DIRECTOR—DEUCE STEVENS 

616-677-5275      deucestevens45@yahoo.com  
 

WOLVERINE RANGERS SECRETARY—COSMOPOLITAN CHRISTINE 

248-528-0440     egillary@gillarylaw.com 
 

MEMBERSHIP ADMINISTRATORS — CARD SHARK CHARLIE  &  LAINEY MAE 

616-874-3406     drury1954@chartermi.net  
 

WEBMASTER—LAPORTE LIL 

laportelil@speednetllc.com 

 

EPITAPH EDITOR—OUTRIDER OUTLAW  

outrideroutlaw@yahoo.com  
 

MARKETING DIRECTOR—SIXGUN SCOTSMAN 

marketingdirector@wolverinerangers.org 

 

SASS RO-I & RO-II CLASSES—CACTUS KAY & DAKOTA DOC 

817-371-6600     docandkay@yahoo.com 

mailto:marketingdirector@wolverinerangers.org
mailto:docandkay@yahoo.com

